
City of Marquette, MI

Meeting Agenda
City Commission

 
Monday, June 26, 2023

6:00 PM
Commission Chambers

 

300 West Baraga Ave
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Approval of the Agenda

Announcements

Boards and Committees

1. Appointment(s)
Stephen Swentik, Local Officers Compensation Commission for an unexpired term
ending 08-01-29

2. Reappointment(s)
Michael Potts, Harbor Advisory Committee, for a term ending 06-01-26
Dennis Honch, Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority, for a term ending
07-01-26
 

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Presentation(s)

3. Local Development Finance Authority, by Chair Leslie Hartman
4. State of Michigan Marquette Veterans Home

5. Consent Agenda

5.a. Approve the minutes of the June 12, 2023 regular Commission meeting
5.b. Approve the total bills payable in the amount of $ 993,858.06
5.c. Camp UPeninsulin Non-Profit Status - Roll Call Vote
5.d. DLP Marquette General Hospital - Utility Easements Approval
5.e. GEI Change Order - Tourist Park SHPO Review
5.f. Northern Michigan University - Agreement for Use of Lakeview - Ice Contract
5.g. Sales of Surplus Equipment
5.h. SpinwayMQT Lease Agreement Addendum
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Unfinished Business

6. Kuuma Sauna, LLC - Concessionaire Lease

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Comments from the Commission

Comments from the City Manager

Adjournment

  
Kyle Whitney, City Clerk  

If you require assistance to participate in any meeting, program or activity offered by the City of
Marquette, please provide advanced notice to City of Marquette ADA Coordinator Eric Stemen at
906-225-8978 or via email at estemen@marquettemi.gov.
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
Approve the minutes of the June 12, 2023 regular Commission meeting

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
6-12-23 minutes
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City of Marquette, MI

Meeting Minutes
City Commission

 
Monday, June 12, 2023

6:00 PM
Commission Chambers

 

300 West Baraga Ave
Marquette, Michigan 49855

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Present: Davis, Hanley, Larson, Ottaway, Smith, Stonehouse
Absent: Mayer

Approval of the Agenda

Commissioner Michael Larson moved to Approve the agenda as presented, seconded
by Commissioner Fred Stonehouse and Carried Unanimously.

Commissioner Jenna Smith moved to excuse Mayor Mayer from tonight's meeting due
to work reasons, seconded by Commissioner Jermey Ottaway and Carried
Unanimously.

Announcements

Mayor Pro Tem Davis said there are two upcoming master planning workshops,
scheduled for Wednesday night and Thursday morning. She also said that the City is
very much looking forward to Art Week.

Boards and Committees

1. Reappointment(s)
Christopher Jason, Habor Advisory Committee, for a term ending 06-01-26

Commissioner Jermey Ottaway moved to Approve the reappointment as listed,
seconded by Commissioner Jennifer Smith and Carried Unanimously.

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Matthew Songer talked about the plans for Food Fest and City Fest, which are
partnering this year in order to share materials and staging. He said he is available if the
Commission has any questions.
Valerie Olson shared her concerns regarding water fluoridation and shared recent data
on the topic.
Doug Vanerka talked about concerns with water fluoridation and said he would like an
independent firm to do a study on whether fluoridation is a good idea.
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Brandon Frisk, from Kuuma Sauna, LLC, spoke about his plans for a lakeside sauna in
Marquette.
Barb Owdziej voiced concerns about the sauna proposal, including worries about
swimming and water safety in that area, as well as possible threats to the beach grass.
Rick Newman spoke about the need to get to the truth on certain topics and compared
fluoridation with historical cigarette use.
Brian Miller shared his concerns about water fluoridation.
Bob Belmore said he was concerned with the amount of fluoride and chlorine added to
the drinking water and said he and his wife are drinking bottled water currently.
Margaret Brumm said the group that is raising fluoridation concerns is referencing data
that has not been officially approved or released and should not be used to determine
public policy. She said she is also opposed to the sauna plan discussed earlier.
Dorothy Vanerka spoke against water fluoridation, and said she is speaking on behalf of
those that can't speak for themselves on this issue.
 

Presentation(s)

2. Marquette Area Wastewater Treatment Advisory Board, by Leonard Bodenus

Marquette Township Superintendent of Public Works Leonard Bodenus offered an
update on behalf of the Wastewater Treatment Advisory Board. He spoke about the
purpose and current activities of the board, and provided updates on current
projects, including the solids handling improvement project.
 
Commissioner Smith thanked him for the presentation about the treatment of local
wastewater, and said she wished the people that commented tonight about the
fluoridation of City water would have stayed for this presentation. She said she
would only consider changing the City's stance on municipal water fluoridation if the
CDC or State of Michigan came out with a strong stance against it. Until then, she
said, she would not speak about the topic again.
 
Other commissioners praised the presentation and the work done by the staff of the
wastewater treatment facility.

3. Consent Agenda

Commissioner Fred Stonehouse moved to Approve the Consent Agenda as presented,
seconded by Commissioner Jessica Hanley.
 
Mayor Pro Tem Sally Davis noted that the sauna item (Item 3.e) was the first read of a
lease agreement and would need commission approval at a subsequent meeting. She
asked staff to respond to some of the concerns raised during public comment.
Community Services Director Jon Swenson said staff has researched the plan, but that
they will do some additional leg work prior to the next meeting. He said he would look to
touch base with the Superior Watershed Partnership and Mayor Pro Tem Davis noted
that this proposal will be reviewed this week by the City's Harbor Advisory Committee.
 
The Commission then voted on the motion, which carried unanimously.
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3.a. Approve the minutes of the May 30, 2023 regular Commission meeting

3.b. Approve the total bills payable in the amount of $729,847.92

3.c. Community Foundation of Marquette County - Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement

3.d. International Food Fest - Special Event Permit

3.e. Kuuma Sauna, LLC - Concessionaire Lease

3.f. Presque Isle Marina - Construction Services

3.g. Schedule Public Hearing - Preliminary Planned Unit Development Plan for 480
River Park Circle

3.h. Softchoice Microsoft 365

3.i. U.P. City Fest- Special Event Permit

New Business

4. 2020 Post-Census Group Quarters Review

Commissioner Michael Larson moved to Authorize the City Manager, or her
designee, to file the 2020 Post Census Group Quarters Review, seconded by
Commissioner Jermey Ottaway and Carried Unanimously.

Public Comments - Comments may not exceed three minutes per person. Please
state your name and physical address when making public comments.

Barb Owdziej asked a follow-up question about NMU's involvement in the census
discussion and she commented about water fluoridation.
Margaret Brumm shared her opinions on the benefits of water fluoridation and talked
about the difficulty of governing based on the data being provided in these discussions.

Comments from the Commission

Commissioner Smith had no comments.
Commissioner Stonehouse said that he will take no action on water fluoridation unless
he sees clear guidance from the State of Michigan or CDC.
Commissioner Hanley had no comments.
Commissioner Larson said he is looking forward to the e-sports competition planned
during City Fest.
Commissioner Ottaway echoed the comments about e-sports. He said off-leash dogs
are becoming more common, as are dogs on the beach, and he asked people to please
follow the rules, which are in place for a reason. He said that throttled electric bikes have
become more common on the City multi-use path, and electric bike speed seems to be
increasing; he said he would like to see this addressed somehow. Regarding water
fluoridation, he said the documentation being provided in public comment is unofficial
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and unreleased. He said the City's practice and policy should be guided by the experts
in the field.
Mayor Pro Tem Sally Davis had no comments but asked staff to address the
concerns about electric bike speeds.

Comments from the City Manager

Assistant City Manager Sean Hobbins said staff is continuing to look at the electric
bike issue. Currently, he said, only Level 1 bikes (no throttle and a maximum speed of 20
miles per hour) are allowed on the city path. He praised the wastewater treatment plant
crew and the sewer crew, which he said are huge assets to the City. He talked about the
upcoming master planning sessions, about the City Manager office hours and about the
upcoming Art Week in the City of Marquette.

Adjournment

Mayor Pro Tem Davis adjourned the meeting at 6:58 p.m.

____________________________ ____________________________
 Cody O. Mayer, Mayor  Kyle Whitney, City Clerk

If you require assistance to participate in any meeting, program or activity offered by the City of
Marquette, please provide advanced notice to City of Marquette ADA Coordinator Eric Stemen at
906-225-8978 or via email at estemen@marquettemi.gov.
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
Camp UPeninsulin Non-Profit Status - Roll Call Vote

BACKGROUND: 
A representative of Camp UPeninsulin recently contacted the City and requested the adoption of a
resolution recognizing them as a local non-profit organization. They plan to conduct a fundraising
raffle in the fall and annually thereafter, and the Bureau of State Lottery requires the local
governing body to first recognize their designation as a non-profit agency.  The group has
provided the City with a copy of the proposed resolution, a roster of their board of directors, the
general date of the first proposed raffle, confirmation of their IRS 501(c)(3) designation, bylaws
and articles of incorporation.  Organizations supply this information when asking the Commission
for this recognition, in accordance with City Commission Policy 2011-01.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None to the City.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt the resolution recognizing Camp UPeninsulin as a non-profit organization operating in the
community for the purpose of obtaining a charitable gaming license, and authorize the Clerk to
sign the resolution.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Resolution
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
DLP Marquette General Hospital - Utility Easements Approval

BACKGROUND: 
As part of the development/construction of the DLP Marquette General Hospital completed in
2019, new storm sewer and sanitary sewer utilities were constructed.  The City's engineering
department was involved with development of the utility site plan and the utilities have been
inspected by City Staff to ensure that the materials and placement meet current City and State
standards. 
 
The easements were drafted by the City Attorney, who worked closely with engineering staff, and
the easements have been approved and executed by a representative of DLP Marquette General
Hospital, LLC.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None at this time.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the utility easements, and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute them. 
 

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
DLP MGH - Utility Easements
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
GEI Change Order - Tourist Park SHPO Review

BACKGROUND: 
At the March 28, 2022 regular meeting, the City Commission approved a resolution authorizing the
submission of a Michigan Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant to install the Tourist
Park Day-Use road and associated parking in accordance with the 2013 land-use plan for the park.
As a condition of the grant program, a section 106 State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
review must be conducted.  
 
The City contracted with GEI consultants to complete the Section 106 review.  Because of the
historic uses of the land prior to City ownership, SHPO has required several additional steps and
an expansion of the scope of the archaeological review.  Approval of this change order will
authorize GEI to make the necessary revisions to the Phase I records review and survey and
perform additional on-site exploration.
 
This change order brings the total contract with GEI for the Tourist Park SHPO Section 106
Review to $32,405.  Community Services staff included SHPO 106 Review in the budget
submitted to the State of Michigan as part of the LWCF grant application.  All work done in
connection with the Section 106 Review process is reimbursable by the grant. 
 
Staff is recommending amending the Tourist Park Budget to include an additional $15,000
beyond the current budgeted amount, to include the current work and an additional amount to
ensure adequate funds are available for future potential changes in scope due to the SHPO
review.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The Tourist Park Fund has sufficient balance to cover these services and the expenses are
reimbursable through the LWCF grant.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the change order with GEI Consultants to complete the SHPO Section 106 Review and
amend the FY 23 Tourist Park Budget to reflect expenses not-to-exceed $43,553.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
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Description
Change Order 4
Grant Site Development Plan
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SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
LWCF22 - 0049 

CITY OF MARQUETTE 

Tourist Park Day—Use Access Road and Parking Area 

FUTURE BEACH HOUSE 

PROPOSED PARKING  
34 SPACES TOTAL 
(4 BARRIER FREE) 

EXISTING PLAYGROUND 

2023 (RP15-0023) 

PROPOSED PARKING  
45 SPACES TOTAL 
(4 BARRIER FREE) 

EXISTING TRAIL 

PROPOSED 6’ 

WIDE BARRIER 

FREE PATHWAY  

PROPOSED 
ACCESS ROAD 

PROPOSED RAIN 
GARDEN - STORM 
WATER 
MANAGEMENT 

OPEN GREEN SPACE (REMOVE 

EXISTING ROADS PARKING, ETC.) 

PROPOSED 6’ WIDE BARRIER FREE PATHWAY 

CONNECTING PARKING TO EXISTING PLAYGROUND 

(2023) 

PROPOSED NATIVE TREE 

PLANTINGS AROUND NEW 

CONSTRUCTION, RED OAK, 

WHITE PINE, ETC.  

PROPOSED ACCESSIBLE 
BENCH AND PICNIC TABLE 
WITH ACCESSIBLE 
SURFACE 

EXISTING 

SWIMMING 

BEACH 

PROPOSED 
GATEWAY 
SIGN 

EXISTING ACCESSIBLE 

TRAIL 6’ WIDE 2023 (RP15

-0023 

FUTURE ACCESSIBLE 

TRAIL 6’ WIDE  EXISTING 

CAMPGROUND 

ROAD 

FUTURE 
CITY BIKE 
PATH 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
Northern Michigan University - Agreement for Use of Lakeview - Ice Contract

BACKGROUND: 
Northern Michigan University has requested an agreement to use Lakeview Arena ice between
July 17 and August 31, 2023 while the Berry Events Center is under construction. This is outside
of the normal operating season for Lakeview Arena ice, therefore NMU has agreed to front the
monthly cost of operations of $20,000. Any revenues from other groups during the term of this
agreement will be an offset to NMU's fee, except that NMU will remain responsible for paying fees
related to ice time used by NMU. This will assure that Lakeview revenue will be at least $20,000
per month during the term of this agreement.
 
The agreement requires two equal payments of $20,000, paid on the first of July and August.
Staff has worked with the City Attorney and NMU to draft the agreement.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
Lakeview Arena fund will receive a minimum of $40,000 for operations and ice use from July
through August 2023.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the Agreement for Use of Lakeview Arena with Northern Michigan University, and
authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the agreement.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
NMU Ice Agreement
Insurance and Exhibit A
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 AGREEMENT FOR USE OF LAKEVIEW ARENA 
 

This Agreement, made and entered into this ______day of ___________2023, by and 

between the CITY OF MARQUETTE, a Michigan municipal corporation, of 300 W. Baraga 

Avenue, Marquette, MI 49885 (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) and the NORTHERN 

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, of 1401 Presque Isle Avenue, Marquette, MI 49885 (hereinafter 

referred to as the “User Group”). 

WHEREAS, the City is the owner and operator of Lakeview Arena at 401 E. Fair Avenue, 

Marquette, Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, the City is willing to lease to User Group space as shown in Exhibit “A” in 

Lakeview Arena in accordance with the terms and conditions contained herein from July 17, 2023, 

through August 31, 2023. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises of the parties and other good 

and valuable consideration, it is agreed as follows: 

1. In consideration of the city installing and maintaining an ice rink during months not 

typically maintained, User Group agrees to pay two equal payments of Twenty Thousand and 

00/100 each on July 1 and August 1, 2023 which shall be inclusive of all ice usage by User Group 

during that time frame; subject to the offset set forth in paragraph 2 below. 

2. The User Group recognizes that use of Arena facilities must be properly planned.  

User Group will be guaranteed exclusive ice usage during the term of this agreement from 12:00 

pm until 1:00 pm each week day (Monday-Friday).  User Group will be allowed to schedule 

additional exclusive ice usage by providing at least 7 days written notice to the Director of 

Community Services, or his designee.  User Group has priority over ice usage, but other user 

groups will be allowed ice time not reserved by User Group. 

Fees paid by other user groups will be offset against User Group’s monthly fee, except that 
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no offset will be made against actual ice usage by User Group which shall be charged at a rate of 

$210/hour for prime time ice (Monday-Friday 3:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. and all Saturday and Sunday) 

and $160/hour for non-prime time ice (all other times).  Under this arrangement, the minimum that 

User Group will pay each month is the fees attributed to User Group’s ice usage, and the maximum 

User Group will pay each month is $20,000. 

3. The User Group understands and agrees that there is inherent danger and risk of 

injury to those individuals participating in and observing the User’s Group’s activities.  The User 

Group expressly agrees to assume the full risk of and responsibility for any and all injuries, 

accidents, illness or damages (including death) that may occur as a result of participating in or 

observing the User’s Group’s activities except to the extent caused by the City’s negligence or 

intentional misconduct, and the User Group releases the City, its officers, directors, agents, 

representatives, contractors and employees from such liability. 

4. The User Group shall procure and maintain insurance for the duration of this 

Agreement against liability claims, including attorney fees and costs, for injuries to persons or 

damages to property which may arise from or in connection with the use of Lakeview Arena, 

including but not limited to bodily injury, property damage or other injury or damage that may 

occur in connection with User Group’s activities, and naming the City as an additional insured.  

The insurance required by this Agreement shall be in amounts acceptable to the City and shall be 

endorsed to state that coverage shall not be reduced or canceled except after thirty (30) days notice 

to the City by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 5. The occurrence of any of the following shall constitute a default by the User Group: 

  a. Abandonment and vacation of Lakeview Arena during the Agreement. 

  b. Failure to perform any provision of this Agreement, if the failure to perform 

is not cured within thirty (30) days after the City provides written notice to the User Group. 
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  c. Failure to maintain insurance as required by this Agreement, which shall be 

cause for immediate termination of this Agreement by the City. 

  d. Failure to comply with any law or government order. 

  e. The User Group files a petition in bankruptcy or insolvency or for 

reorganization, or involuntary proceedings are filed against the User Group under 

applicable bankruptcy laws. 

  f. The User Group fails to make any payment when due. 

 6. In the event of default, the City shall provide the User Group written notice of 

default. The User Group shall have thirty (30) days after notice is provided to cure said default.  

No notice shall be deemed a forfeiture or termination of this Agreement unless the City specifies 

such in the notice.  In the event the User Group does not cure the default within the allowed thirty 

(30) day time period, the City shall have the following remedies, which shall not be exclusive and 

shall be in addition to any other remedies now or later allowed by law: 

  a. The City may elect to continue this Agreement. 

  b. The City may terminate the User Group’s right to possession of Lakeview 

Arena at any time, by providing specific written notice to this effect. 

  c. The City shall be entitled to recover all amounts due, including any attorney 

fees incurred by the City in pursuit of the default. 

 If User Group’s default creates a public health hazard, or is a violation of a public health 

law or government order, which may result in illness, injury or death City, in its sole discretion, 

may provide written notice of immediate termination or suspension of this agreement.  If User 

Group remedies such default, City may, in its discretion, reinstate this agreement. 

 7. Any notice required under this Agreement shall be in writing and served by prepaid, 

first class mail to the address listed on the first page of this Agreement, or any other address as 
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either party may provide to the other in writing. 

 8. No delay or omission in the exercise of any right or remedy of the City on any 

default by the User Group shall impair such right or remedy or be construed as a waiver of the 

right to pursue such remedy. 

 9. Nothing in this lease shall render the City in any way a partner, in joint ventureship 

with the User Group. 

 10. Upon the expiration or termination of this Agreement, the User Group shall at its 

sole expense: 

  a. Remove all of its goods, effects, and equipment. 

  b. Surrender the premises to the City. 

 Any goods, effects or equipment owned by the User Group that is not removed shall be 

deemed to have been abandoned and shall become the property of the City. 

 11. By executing this Agreement and taking possession pursuant to the terms contained 

herein, the User Group acknowledges that Lakeview Arena is in the condition called for by this 

Agreement, provided that User Group shall have a right to inspect Lakeview Arena prior to taking 

possession. 

 12. This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the parties with respect to its subject 

matter.  This Agreement may not be modified except by a written document signed by the parties. 

 13. This Agreement shall bind and benefit the parties and their successors and permitted 

assigns. 

 14. This contract is executed in the City of Marquette, State of Michigan, and shall be 

construed under the laws of the State of Michigan, and the parties agree that any action relating to this 

contract shall be instituted and prosecuted in the courts of the County of Marquette, State of Michigan, 

and each party waives the right to change of venue. 
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 15. Notwithstanding any other provision herein, nothing in this Agreement shall be 

construed as a waiver of user Group’s governmental immunity. 

CITY OF MARQUETTE   NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
 
 
            
Cody O. Mayer, Mayor By:  R. Gavin Leach 
 Its:  Vice President for Finance and Administration 
 
      
Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO SUBSTANCE:  APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
 
            
Karen M. Kovacs, City Manager  Suzanne C. Larsen, City Attorney 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
Sales of Surplus Equipment

BACKGROUND: 
City staff routinely evaluates the motor pool fleet and makes recommendations when to auction or
sell obsolete equipment. The following vehicles have been recommended for sale due to age and
high maintenance issues.
 
- 2008 International 5600I plow truck
- 1995 Walker MDDGHS riding mower
- 2013 MB MSV5 municipal tractor
- 1996 Peterbilt cabover with a Vac-All leaf vacuum

FISCAL EFFECT: 
Proceeds from the sale of this vehicle will be credited to the City’s Motor Pool Fund - Sale of
Fixed Assets.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Declare a 2008 International 5600I plow truck, 1995 Walker MDDGHS riding mower, 2013 MB
MSV5 municipal tractor, and a 1996 Peterbilt cabover with a Vac-All leaf vacuum as surplus and
authorize City staff to prepare equipment for sale.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description

No Attachments Available
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Consent Agenda
SpinwayMQT Lease Agreement Addendum

BACKGROUND: 
At the May 9, 2022 regular meeting the City Commission approved a three-year lease agreement
with Pete Duex, owner of SpinwayMQT, LLC and the Marquette Downtown Development
Authority (DDA) for a 10-foot by 24-foot section of property located in the greenspace between
the Lakeshore Parking Lot and the Iron Ore Heritage Trail. 
 
In May 2023, Pete Duex contacted the DDA and indicated an interest in transferring the lease to
Thomas Fure of MQT Bike Rentals, LLC. The terms of the original lease require that the City and
DDA consent to any transfer or assignment and the City Attorney has prepared the attached
addendum, which would transfer the original lease from SpinwayMQT, LLC to MQT Bike Rentals,
LLC. The DDA board approved the proposed addendum at the June 8 meeting.
 
The City Charter requires two reads for all lease agreements. This marks the first read of this
item.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None by this action. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Move the SpinwayMQT, LLC lease agreement addendum to the next regular meeting.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Addendum to Lease Agreement
Exhibit A
DDA Letter
060823.DDA Board Meeting Minutes
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ADDENDUM TO LEASE AGREEMENT 

 

THIS ADDENDUM is made and entered into this ______ day of ___________ 2023, by and 

between THE MARQUETTE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, an authority 

of the City of Marquette, of 337 W. Washington Street, Marquette, Michigan 49855, hereinafter 

“LESSOR”, SPINWAYMQT, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company, with a mailing 

address of 1599 Altamont Street, Marquette, Michigan 49855, hereinafter “ASSIGNOR” and 

MQT BIKE RENTALS, L.L.C., a Michigan limited liability company of 607 N. Third Street, 

Marquette, Michigan  49855, hereinafter “ASSIGNEE”. 

 

Recitals 

 

A. The City of Marquette, a Michigan municipal corporation, of 300 W. Baraga Avenue, 

Marquette, Michigan 49855 is the owner of the real property located at 245 S. Lakeshore 

Boulevard in the City of Marquette. The Lessor manages the real property located at said 

address. 

 

B. The City of Maquette, Lessor and Assignor entered into a Lease Agreement dated May 9, 

2022, and made effective May 1, 2022 through April 30, 2025 for a 10 foot x 24 foot 

section of the property located in the greenspace between the Lakeshore Parking Lot and 

the Iron Ore Heritage Trail as shown in Exhibit “A”. 

 

C. Assignor desires to assign all of its rights and obligations pursuant to the Lease 

Agreement to Assignee; and the City of Marquette, Lessor, and Assignee consent to said 

assignment. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises of the parties and other good and 

valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, it is agreed as follows: 

 

1. All rights and obligations of Assignor in the Lease Agreement are hereby assigned to 

Assignee, and Assignee shall hereinafter be deemed to be Lessee of the Lease 

Agreement. 

 

2. Assignee acknowledges that it has received an executed copy of the Lease Agreement 

and agrees to be bound by all terms of the Lease Agreement, including but not limited to 

the requirement to make timely rental payments, the requirement of providing proof of 

insurance, and restrictions on the use of the premises as contained therein. 

 

3. In all respects not modified by this Addendum, the Lease Agreement shall remain 

unmodified and in full force and effect. 
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The parties have set their hands on the day and year first above written 

  

LESSOR 

MARQUETTE DOWNTOWN 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

_________________________________ 

Nichole Durley-Rust, DDA Board Chairperson 

 

 

ASSIGNOR 

SPINWAYMQT, LLC 

 

_________________________________ 

Peter Duex 

Its: _________________________________ 

 

 

ASSIGNEE/LESSEE 

MQT BIKE RENTALS, L.L.C. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Thomas S. Fure 

Its: __________________________________ 

OWNER 

CITY OF MARQUETTE 

 

_________________________________ 

Cody O. Mayer, Mayor 

 

_________________________________ 

Kyle Whitney, City Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to Substance: 

 

____________________________________ 

Karen Kovacs, City Manager 

 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

____________________________________ 

Suzanne C. Larsen, City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 
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May 16, 2023 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

On behalf of the Marquette Downtown Development Authority (DDA), I am writing to grant 

permission to Mr. Tom Fure to acquire the SpinwayMQT, LLC lease agreement for the property 

located at 245 S. Lakeshore Boulevard, Marquette, Michigan. This authorization is applicable for 

the remainder of the lease term, which runs through April 30, 2025. 

 

As per the lease agreement, Section 9.1 stipulates that the lessee shall not assign or sublet the 

Premises or any part thereof without the express prior written consent of the lessor. We have 

reviewed Mr. Pete Deux’s request to allow Mr. Fure to assume the lease and are pleased to 

provide our written consent for the transfer.  

 

By granting this permission, it is important to note that the terms and conditions of the original 

lease agreement, including all rights and responsibilities of the lessor and lessee, shall remain in 

full effect. Mr. Fure shall assume all obligations, liabilities, and privileges associated with the 

SpinwayMQT, LLC lease agreement. 

 

Should you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

me at (906) 228-9475, extension 103 or Tara@downtownmarquette.org. We appreciate your 

attention to this matter and look forward to a smooth transition for all parties involved. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tara Laase-McKinney 

Executive Director 

Marquette Downtown Development Authority  

 

Kindest regards, 

 

 

 
Tara Laase-McKinney 

Executive Director 

Marquette Downtown Development Authority 

 

City of Marquette, MI                                                                       Page 85 of 119

http://www.downtownmarquette.org/


 

337 W. Washington St. | Marquette, MI 49855 | Ph: 906-228-9475 | F: 906-228-6288   
www.downtownmarquette.org  

  
 

    

Marquette Downtown Development Authority   
Meeting Minutes for June 8, 2023 

  
Call to Order 
A meeting of the Marquette Downtown Development Authority (MDDA) Board of Directors was held 
on Thursday June 8, 2023, at the Marquette Commons. The meeting was called to order by Board 
President N. Durley-Rust at 8:02 a.m. with Directors A. Adan, M. Morrison, P. Sala, R. Caron, R. Stern, L. 
Rowland, K. Kovacs, and M. Weinrick present.  
 
Others in attendance were Sean Hobbins-Marquette Assistant City Manager, Tara Laase-McKinney-
DDA Executive Director, Michael Bradford-DDA Business Outreach & Promotions Director, and Jodi 
Lanciani-DDA Operations Director.   
 

R. Stern made a motion to approve the agenda with addition of a discussion of support of the 4thof July 
Committee funding request. M. Weinrick seconded; motion passed.  
 
Public Comment 
Wes Pernsteiner from Ore Dock expressed concern over the impact of homeless population and 
requested the DDA address this as a high priority.  
 
Chelsea Wilkinson introduced herself as the new executive director of Room at the Inn.  
 
Consent Agenda 
K. Kovacs made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the minutes from 5/11/2023, bills for 
approval 5/01/2023 – 5/31/2023, and financial reports as of 5/30/2023. M. Weinrick seconded; motion 
passed.  
 

#9 Farms 37.00 Lake Superior Press 625.85 

906 Pet Treats LLC 5.00 Lammi Fire Protection 301.25 
American Welding & Gas 
Inc 36.64 Little Parsley Farm 55.00 

Aramark 237.96 Lowe's 6,440.92 

Audrey Seilheimer 1,000.00 Mares-Z-Doats Feed Supply 203.94 

Bad Seed Hot Sauce 5.00 Marquette Monthly 1,192.50 
Bakery Barn Yooper 
Yummies 12.00 New Dalton Farm 33.00 
Baraga Telephone 
Company 17.69 North Country Disposal 455.00 

Blue Cross Blue Shield 1,902.60 Northwoods Publishing, LLC 295.00 

Board of Light & Power 2,474.84 OK Rental 679.24 

C. Pesola LLC 1,700.00 Peninsula Fiber Network LLC 342.30 
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Capital One Commercial 81.72 Pileated Farms 20.00 

Cardmember Service 6,081.10 Rock River Farm 80.00 

Carquest 180.32 Seeds and Spores Family Farm 246.00 

Case Country Farm 7.00 SEMCO 454.43 

Charter Communications 59.98 Shady Grove Farm 16.00 

Chesla & Associates PC 280.00 Smith Construction 6,142.86 

City of Marquette 1,528.82 Staples 53.51 

Cook Sign Service 4,345.00 Superior Culture 14.00 

Curran & Company 620.00 Swampy Acres LLC 33.00 

Dalco 149.10 T2 Systems Canada Inc. 1,900.00 

Doozers 14.00 Three Sisters Farm & Forest 5.00 

Fairest Promises 11.00 Tonella Farms 38.00 

Foxy Flowers 9.00 
Traffic & Safety Control Systems 
Inc 950.00 

French-tastic 5.00 Treasa's Treasures 23.00 

Freshwind Farms 76.00 U.P. Kubota 278.62 

Full Plate Farm 59.00 UP Gourmeet 80.00 

Getz's Department Store 175.00 UP North Roast 38.00 

Gladstone Berry Farm 37.00 UPHS Occupational Medicine 60.00 

Guindon Farms 89.00 Waite, Michael 100.00 

Heartland Services 1,620.35 Xerox Corporation 252.91 

Integris 79.00 Yooper Country Farms 108.00 

Jesse Wright 135.00 Payroll/Benefits 35,533.22 

L. Naylor Design 1,180.00 Total Expenditures 24,251.12 

 
 
Presentation from Bob Doyle of Smith Group regarding a potential plan for the RAP grant 
application.  
 
Old Business  
Pay Station Software Upgrade: J. Lanciani provided an update as outlined in the board packet. Labor 
warranty expires in September, which moves project to July/Aug instead of Oct/Nov. Cost to upgrades 
is more than anticipated. M. Weinrick made a motion to re-approve the pay station upgrade to 
$14,500. R. Stern seconded; motion passed.  
 
New Business  
Spinway MQT: R. Stern made a motion to approve the addendum of the SpinwayMQT, LLC to transfer 
the lease to Thomas S. Fure of MQT Bike Rentals LLC. P. Sala seconded; motion passed.  
Queen City Half Marathon: M. Weinrick made a motion to approve the event support request. L. 
Rowland seconded; motion passed.  
Nheena’s Neighborhood:  R. Stern made a motion to approve the event support request. P. Sala 
seconded; motion passed.  
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Special Board Meeting for Budget:  N. Durley-Rust made a motion to include special budget review 
August 10th as part of the regular board meeting. A. Adan seconded; motion passed.  
4th of July:  The DDA budgeted $5000 this year for event support grants, but thus far none of those 
funds have been utilized.  The 4th of July committee is in need of funds for July 3rd fireworks and the 
July 4th sensory friendly light show on the ore dock. T. Laase-McKinney proposed a $2000 donation 
from the event support grant funds and $500 donation towards the 4th of July Parade.  P. Sala made a 
motion to support this donation, R. Stern seconded, motion passed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Personnel & Executive:  The committee met and discussed updates to the personnel policy including 
adding paid time off after 6 months of employment and reducing the paid time off that can be paid out 
at separation from 540 to 200.  Other minor changes were discussed. The next step will be to have a 
lawyer review the policy and then present the changes to the board for approval.   
TIF:  The TIF committee met and went over projects and the schedule going forward.  The next step will 
be to have a work session with the city commission, hopefully in July.  Antonio commented that our 
consultant explained TIF well and he encouraged board members to talk to the public and businesses 
about TIF. 
Parking: P. Sala commented that she now has a better understanding of the Vault Parking Project.  
There will be about 210 spaces, all of which will generate revenue.  S. Hobbins commented that the 
design will need to be automated and self enforcing.  R. Stern stated there will need to be security 
cameras.  Other parking items discussed included the 3 pay stations that are underutilized and 
potential relocation options. 
Business Development and Promotions: Blueberry Fest poster winner was picked -  Blueberry 
Memories was chosen out of 21 submissions.  The committee talked about a survey to be sent to 
business owners about Wednesday Farmer Market street closure with a plan to do a survey after 2 
weeks and after 5 weeks.  Music on 3rd starts next week and will have 17 locations, including 2 new 
locations on the north end.  Social district paperwork approved for the DDA but not yet enough 
businesses received their approval, so we are looking at June 20th for the start date.   
 
Director’s Report:  T. Laase-McKinney addressed the comment from the public about homelessness.  
There was a letter urging the DDA to potentially fund a staff position to come up with solutions.  T. 
Laase-McKinney thinks this is outside of the scope of the DDA, but believes the DDA has a role in 
advising and working with others to solve the issue.  T. Laase-Mckinney reiterated the information 
about the social district and will reach out to MLCC about the potential start date of June 20. On June 
12th, Arbor Day, there will be dedication and new trees planted at Rosewood Walkway at 1 pm.  Board 
Members are invited to attend.  The downtown flowers should be going up soon. Thanks to volunteers 
from North Iron Church, the Commons Parking Lot hillside has new landscaping, and the lower Bluff 
Ramp back wall was painted.  We recently promoted a full-time employee to the maintenance 
mechanic position and hired seasonal part time workers.  Maintenance and office are currently fully 
staffed.   
 
J. Lanciani informed the board that Passport Parking App may be increasing their convenience fee but 
were given the opportunity to object.  The DDA will be discussing their objections with Passport. 
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Public Comment: None 
 
Board Member Comment: L. Rowland – Farmers Market looks great, super busy.  Social district signs 
around town look good.  P. Sala – Volunteered at FM on Memorial Weekend.  Likes the rebrand, looks 
fresh, and it was nice to see the crowd.  She appreciates posters of events and media attention around 
events. M. Weinrick – Attended the FM and farmers said they are selling out which is good for them 
and the community. N. Durley-Rust – New FM vendors appreciated.  Social district signs look great.  
Signs up before start is good, gets people used to where the district is.  Comment on homeless issue – 
Not the DDA responsibility to fix the issue alone.  This is county wide issue, not just a downtown issue.  
Would like to see an advisory council from city and DDA member could be on this.  R. Stern – Econo 
lodge is housing some of the homeless in Harvey – thus not just a downtown issue.  Painting lines on 
upper deck of Bluff Ramp soon.  He suggests arrows painted in Lower level would help traffic flow. K. 
Kovac –Calls for service from police regarding incidents related to homelessness have grown to about 
30% of their calls.  Local government wants to be part of the solution, and they are looking at forming a 
task force led by government, perhaps with the county.   A long-term solution needs to include not 
only housing but also and social services and rehabilitation.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Meagen Morrison, Secretary and Jodi Lanciani, Operations Director 
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City of Marquette, MI
300 West Baraga Avenue

Marquette, MI 49855

Agenda Date: 6/26/2023

Unfinished Business
Kuuma Sauna, LLC - Concessionaire Lease

BACKGROUND: 
Kuuma Sauna, LLC has requested the City Commission lease a 14 by 20 foot section of the
parking lot recently donated to the City by WE Energies, to it to provide a Lake Superior sauna
experience for residents and visitors. The term of this lease would be from June 27, 2023 through
August 31, 2023, or when dredging of the mouth of the Dead River begins, whichever occurs first.
 
Over the course of the last five years, many businesses have approached the City looking to use
lake access locations, municipal beaches or municipal parks. Community Services staff have
handled each situation independently but with a consistent approach, and with advisory input from
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. The main priority has been to ensure that public
greenspaces and beaches remain open to the general public to the greatest extent possible. With
each situation staff have considered whether there are other locations from which the business
can operate that do not infringe upon the public use, if the service would be desired by the public
and whether the service is currently available elsewhere. If the proposed service is desired,
access to the natural resource on public land is needed for the service, and we have a viable
proposal from a business that has been properly vetted, we have offered short-term trial permits
or leases, then issued a request for proposal for that service thereafter. This has allowed
competition while limiting the entities utilizing public land.
 
Kuuma Sauna, LLC approached Community Services staff to determine if there was an
appropriate location along the lakefront where residents and visitors would be able to take a sauna
and then jump into Lake Superior. Staff determined that the parking lot across from the WE
Energies power plant site might be a suitable location. The lot is underutilized and has appropriate
proximity to the lake.
 
Staff determined that access to the lake is necessary for this service and public access to the
lake/beach would not be impeded by the business at this location. PRAB reviewed the proposal and
voted to recommend the City Commission approve a lease agreement for the opportunity.  The City's
Harbor Advisory Committee reviewed the proposal and recommended against the proposal.
 
The Marquette Fire Department does not have concerns about the operation of the sauna on City
property or the water features of the area. Previous signs at the site belonged to WE Energies
and were specific to their operations. Individuals swimming at this location do so at their own risk
as the beach and adjacent Clark Lambros Beach are not guarded. 
 
There are several trails through the dune grass at the location. If the agreement is approved staff
will work with the Superior Watershed Partnership to install better signage related to these trails.
 
If approved, this lease agreement will serve as a trial period for this recreational opportunity. If
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there are no issues with the service and the public desires the service, staff will advertise a
request for proposals in 2024 for a sole concessionaire for this service.
 
The City Charter requires all lease agreements to have two reads. This is the second read.

FISCAL EFFECT: 
The general fund will receive $140 per month during this trial period. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the lease agreement with Kuuma Sauna, LLC, and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign
it.

ALTERNATIVES: 
As determined by the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Lease, Exhibit, Insurance
PRAB minutes
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